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Course Description
Human Trafficking and Contemporary Slavery is an advanced undergraduate (WMS 401) and graduate (WMS 501) course that focuses on contemporary human trafficking and slavery. Types of trafficking and slavery to be covered include sex trafficking, bonded labor, forced labor, child soldiers, chattel slavery, and domestic servant slavery. The contributing roles of the state, organized crime, the media, culture, and corruption will be examined. It will review the debates about defining trafficking and the connection between sex trafficking and prostitution. Course materials include testimonies and autobiographies by survivors, research reports, theoretical essays, policy statements, expert testimonies, podcasts and videos. 
This course will be offered through an electronic classroom called WebCT. For information on how to use the features of WebCT, click on Course Material, then select Reference, then select “Information for Using WebCT. 
If you do not wish to continue with this class, you must drop the course. If you do not complete the course, but are still on the roster when grades are calcuated, you will be given a failing (“F”) grade, not a “NW (no work) grade.  It is your responsibility to remove yourself from the roster. 
Required Books
You can purchase books from the URI bookstore or order them online from sellers such as Amazon.com (You can often get very good deals on used books in new or like new condition.)
WMS 401
1) Enslaved: True Stories of Modern Day Slavery, Jesse Sage and Liora Kasten, Palgrave Macmillian, 2006

WMS 501

2) Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America, Franics Bok, St. Martin's Griffin Press, 2003
3) Restavec: From Haitian Slave Child to Middle-Class American, Jean-Robert Cadet, University of Texas Press, 1998
4) Innocents Lost: When Child Soldiers Go to War, Jimmie Briggs, Basic Books, 2006
Using WebCT and Class Procedures

This course will function entirely through an electronic classroom called WebCT. Online you will find the syllabus, readings, a guide to the readings, and a bulletin board, where you will discuss the readings with other class members each week. You must do the readings in a timely manner so that you are able to keep up with the discussion.

Please read the syllabus carefully. It is part of your contract with me. You are responsible for knowing and following the syllabus. (In the event that I need to make adjustments to the syllabus during the semester, I will post the revisions).

For information on how to use WebCT, go to http://www.uri.edu/webct. There you will find instructions on how to log onto and use WebCT. Once you are logged into WMS 490, read the handout provided on “Information for Using WebCT. (Under Course Material, select Reference, then select “Information for Using WebCT.”)

Under the Course Menu, you will find the syllabus (click on link labeled Syllabus), additional readings (click on link labeled Course Material), a discussion board where you will discuss the readings with other class members each week (click on link labeled Discussions), and email (click on link labeled Private Mail). After you start using WebCT, use the email within WebCT to send me any private messages.

If you have trouble with WebCT, call or email the Computer Helpdesk (1-401-874-HELP, helpdesk@uri.edu ). Ask for someone trained to assist with WebCT.

Readings, other than the three required texts, will be available online through WebCT. You can read them online or download them and print them out. 

Audio and Video Files

There are audio podcasts for you to listen to and movies for you to watch. To reduce the size of the files, they are in flash movie (.flv), mp4, or .wmv formats. You may have plug-ins installed in your web browser that will enable you to view these movies, but you can download free stand alone software that will play them. 1) VLC Player (http://www.videolan.org/vlc/). 2) Free Quicktime 7 can be downloaded from http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download (There is a Windows version available). Quicktime will play MPEG-4 movies. You can also play them on your iPod. 3) Free RealPlayer can be downloaded from http://www.real.com/ RealPlayer will play the Flash (.flv) movies. 4) The podcasts are mpeg3 files. They will play on your iPod or in Quicktime. You can also download a free Flash Video player called FLV Player (http://www.download.com/FLV-Player/3000-2139_4-10467081.html)
The audio and video files are larger than text files. It is best if you have a high-speed Internet connection. If you do not, I suggest you go to a public location, such as a library or campus computer lab, download the files and take them home to play. (You can save them on a USB thumb drive.) You may need to save the files to your desktop or a folder you set up before they will play. URI does not have a streaming video server, so you must wait until the file downloads completely before it will begin playing. 

The files are reduced to the smaller size possible, so they will only be 2 or 3 inches on each size in the window. If you try to view them in a larger window, the image will pixelate and distort. If that happens, reduce the size of the window.

Pedagogy

I have found that teaching online changes the dynamics of the student-professor relationship. In the classroom, I lead the discussion. I direct attention to particular topics and ask questions to generate a discussion. Online, I have a more passive, responsive role. Students become responsible for initiating discussion and asking questions. I respond after reading postings by students. Therefore, I encourage you to be active, get to know one another, and take responsibility for starting discussions and asking questions. 

In contrast to the classroom where the flow of interaction is between the professor and each individual student, online, students interact much more among themselves. I become more of a supervisor of a discussion, instead of a leader. Therefore, I encourage you to immediately begin discussing topics. I read postings every day. If a discussion is going well, I don’t intervene. I may drop you a personal note by email to comment on your posting.
Class Procedures and Evaluation
1) Read the assigned text and/or readings for each week. 
2) Participate in the discussion of readings, podcasts and videos. Post as many messages and responses as you want. For evaluation purposes, each week post at least one thoughtful comment about the readings, podcasts and videos which demonstrates your understanding of the material. Your writings should convey to me that you have done and understand the readings. Include personal experience where relevant. Use these short writing exercises as building blocks for your essays. Try out ideas; raise questions; think out loud.

WMS 401: Comments should be 300 to 400 words in length
WMS 501: Comments should be 400 to 500 words in length

3) Each week, reply thoughtfully to at least one other post. These posts should be descriptive (repeat relevant information or use the “quote feature to include text from the first message). Don’t just say “I agree. Be specific. Repeat names, authors, etc, so we can read the message independently of the first. (In other words, don’t make me go back and reread the first post to figure out what or who you are referring to. Remember, you may have just read the first post and remember everything it says, but I may read the first post on one day, then read your response two days later.)

WMS 401: Response comments should be 100 to 200 words in length

WMS 501: Response comments should be 200 to 300 words in length
These are minimum requirements. Vigorous discussion is encouraged, but must be done respectfully. To successfully participate in the discussions, you should: 

· Check into WebCT frequently (almost daily)  

· Read all the posts
· Write informative subject headers. Change the subject header when you change the subject

· Make sure your statements about course material or authors are accurate. 

· Engage with other participants in the course. Don’t wait for me to reply to a question if you think you know the answer. 
· Ask other people questions about their posts.
· All communication should be done respectfully
In your postings, use standard English spelling, grammar and sentence structure. This is not a chat room! 

I strongly suggest you write your comments off-line (in a word processing file), then copy and paste them into the WebCT discussion window. The advantages of this are: First, you will have a personal copy for yourself. Second, if something happens during the transmission, you will not lose your posting. On WebCT, you can get timed out, meaning WebCT will automatically close if it is inactive for a long period of time. If you are writing and get a telephone call or have to respond to something else, you don’t want to come back to the computer and discover that what you have written has disappeared. Postings getting lost happens every semester to students, and, I admit, to me when I don’t follow my own advice! Third, it will enable you to spend more time thinking about and editing your comment. 

In determining a grade for your participation in Discussions, I consider both quality and quantity of posts.
4) Write three papers on selected topics. 
See Grading Criteria for Papers in the Reference Section of the Course Material module.

Cite references using one specific style (Which style you use is up to you, just be consistent). You may use class assigned texts, podcasts, and videos as well as a variety of other sources, such as books, academic journals, governmental and nongovernmental organization reports. Popular magazines should not be used as sources, except for current events or to cite a particular view. (Wikipedia might be a good source for you to learn about a topic to get yourself oriented, but it is not an appropriate source for an academic paper.) You will find additional readings to those listed below in the Background Section of the Content Module. They may be helpful in writing your papers. 
You may use personal experience, where relevant. Do not plagiarize, which means copying without quoting and referencing any previously published material. 
In the papers you can present a balanced view of different political positions or you can make it a position paper in which you argue for a particular perspective. The essays will be graded on the knowledge of the topic and accuracy of representing arguments and sources.  Take advantage of the weekly postings to the Discussion board to be writing short sections or trying out ideas for your essays.
WMS 401: Each paper should be 1000 words in length
WMS 501: Each paper should be 1200 words in length
Essay # 1: Smuggling v Trafficking: Define migration, smuggling, trafficking and slavery. Describe how they are different. Drawing on the survivor accounts that you have read, take one victim’s experience and describe how it meets the criteria for trafficking or slavery. Due on June 8 by 11 pm EST
Essay # 2:  Option 1: Describe and characterize different approaches to or analyses of sex trafficking and prostitution. Option 2: Describe the tactics that traffickers use to control victims. Use examples from the survivor’s accounts that you have read.  Due on July 7 by 11 pm EST.
Essay # 3: Describe a contemporary form of slavery or forced labor. Define and characterize it according to where this type of trafficking occurs, who the victims are, how they are victimized, and who the perpetrators are. This is a broad topic. I suggest you narrow your focus to one type of trafficking or slavery in one country or region. Due on July 25 by 11 pm EST.
A grade for the course will be determined by the content of and participation in discussions and papers. 
60% Papers (Three papers - 20% each)

40% Discussions (Week 1-4 15%, Week 5-10 25%)
Weekly Readings, Videos, Podcasts and Assignments
(You will find additional readings to those listed below in the Background Section of the Content Module. They may be helpful in writing your papers.) 

	Week
	Topic
	Goals, Readings, Assignments and Resources

	Week 1 
May 19-24

	Introduction to Trafficking & Contemporary Slavery
Get acquainted with WebCT


	Goals: Logon to WebCT; Familiarize yourself with the layout and components of WebCT; Send me an email from within the WebCT system; Use the discussion board to send a message introducing yourself to the rest of the class; Familiarize yourself with the syllabus.
Learn about the different types of trafficking and slavery. Learn the definitions and terms commonly used to discuss these topics. Learn the difference between smuggling and trafficking
Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 
WMS 401 & 501

Reina’s Story: A Mexican Girl Forced into Prostitution, San Diego Reader

Facts about Human Trafficking
Facts about Sex Trafficking and U.S. Assistance to Victims
Terms and Definitions

Distinctions Between Human Smuggling and Human Trafficking
WMS 401
Introduction to Enslaved (Video, .mpeg4, 6.4 MB)

Interview with Gloria Steinem about Enslaved (http://www.onpointradio.org/shows/2006/12/20061207_b_main.asp)
WMS 501

Using Data as a Tool to Combat Trafficking in Persons, IOM, 2007

Additional/Optional Readings, Videos, Podcasts and Resources:

Human Trafficking and Slavery, Congressional Quarterly, 2004

View images of human trafficking on U.S. State Department web site (http://www.gtipphotos.state.gov/) 

American Anti-Slavery Group http://www.iabolish.com/ 

Polaris Project http://www.polarisproject.org/polarisproject/ 



	Week 2 
May 25-31
	Survivor Accounts and Case Studies  and Research Reports on Trafficking & Slavery

	Goals: Learn about the experiences of survivors of trafficking and slavery. Read testimony of survivors, and case and research reports on trafficking and slavery.
Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & 501

sex slave/flesh trade POV, kyan choung

Fruit of the Poisonous Tree: Domestic Sex Trafficking in the U.S.
No Calm Passage (video, .mwv, 9 MB)
Interview with Paul Nisly (video, .mwv, 8.7 MB)
Testimony of Irina Veselykh, Russia, June 2006

Testimony of Gaven Kachepa, Zambia, 2006
Interview with Evelyn Chumbow, Cameroon (Video

DOJ Press Release on conviction and sentencing of Chumbow’s trafficker

WMS 401

Introduction: Behind the Stories: Modern Day Slavery in Context, Enslaved

Interview with Liora Kasten, Editor of Enslaved (Podcast, mp3, 13.2 MB)
WMS 501

Second Annual Report on Victims of Trafficking in South-Eastern Europe, IOM, 2005 (A 550 page report, review the profile of victims and findings on their experiences.)

Domestic Sex Trafficking of Chicago Women and Girls, Jody Raphael & Jessica Ashley, 2008
Additional/Optional Readings, Videos, Podcasts & Resources:

Testimony of Masha Gnezdilova, Russia, June 2006

Testimony of Helia LaJeunesse, Haiti, 2007

Exploratory Assessment of Trafficking in Persons in the Caribbean Region, IOM, 2005

Strip Clubs According to Strippers, Kelly Holsopple, 1999

Sex Trafficking in the U.S., Raymond & Hughes

Slave: My True Story by Mende Nazer, Public Affairs, 2003
International Organization for Migration, http://www.iom.int 



	Week 3 
June 1-7

	Global Sex Trafficking 


	Goals: Learn about contemporary sex trafficking 

Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & 501

The Facts About Child Sex Tourism
Diary of a Sex Slave, Meredith May

Sex Trafficking of Korean Women, (Video, mpeg4, Part 1 (10.8 MB) and Part 2 (16.3 MB)

Interview with Hee Won Chang (Podcast, mp3, 14.8 MB)

Interview with Norma Hotaling (Podcast, mp3, 17.5 MB)

Interview with Gavin Newsom (Podcast, mp3, 16.7 MB)

Interview with Meredith May (Podcast, mp3, 8.3 MB)

From Duty to Despair: Brothel Prostitution in Cambodia, Wendy Freed

Sex Slaves (http://freedocumentaries.org/film.php?id=161) 
Limited Choices: Global Survival Network (Podcast, mp3, 5 MB)
WMS 401

Chap 7 Atop the Second Wave, Testimony from a Belarus Prison, Sveta, Enslaved
The Natasha Trade, Donna M. Hughes

WMS 501

The Transnational Political Criminal Nexus of Trafficking, Donna M. Hughes
Another Delivery from Tashkent: Profile of the Israeli Trafficker, Hotline for Migrant Workers 

Dancing Boys: Traditional Prostitution of Young Males in India, Agniva Lahiri & Sarika Kar, 2007
Additional/Optional Readings, Videos, Podcasts & Resources:

Only 13: The True Story of Lon by Julia Manzanares and Derek Kent, Only 13 Publications, 2006



	Week 4 
June 8-14

	Analyses of Sex Trafficking & Prostitution


	Goals: Read different analyses and perspectives on sex trafficking and prostitution from different philosophical and analytical perspectives: Christian, feminist, psychological, and economic migrant workers rights.

Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & 501

Enslaved in America, Tina Frundt 
A Christian Perspective on Sexual Trafficking, Lisa Thompson

Prostitution and Male Supremacy: A Feminist Analysis, Andrea Dworkin 

Working in the European Sex Industry: Migrant Possibilities: A Sex Worker Rights Approach, Laura Agustin

The Swedish Law that Prohibits the Purchase of Sexual Services, Gunilla Ekberg

Survivors of Trafficking and Prostitution Manifesto

Not Sex Work
WMS 501

Testimony on Sexual Pathology, Mary Ann Layden, 1999
Assignment Due: Paper # 1, Due: June 8, 11 pm EST
Additional/Optional Readings, Videos, Podcasts & Resources:

The Dynamics of Sex Trafficking: Victims, Perpetrators & Solutions (A Powerpoint presentation), Donna M. Hughes

Redefining Prostitution as Sex Work on the International Agenda, Jo Bindman



	Week 5 

June 15-21

	Power & Control & The Demand for Victims 


	Goals: Read theoretical essays that explain how slavery, sex trafficking and prostitution are systems of oppression and exploitation. Learn about the “demand side of the supply and demand equation of trafficking, particularly the sexual exploitation of women and girls.
Readings, Videos & Podcasts:
WMS 401 & 501

How Prostitution Works, Joe Parker

Between the Hammer and the Anvil, Joe Parker

Comparison of Tactics of Power and Control, WHISPER

The Social Psychology of Modern Slavery, Kevin Bales

Child Trafficking & Sexual Abuse (Flash video, 6 MB)

WMS 401

Men Create the Demand; Women Are the Supply, Donna Hughes

WMS 501

The Demand for Victims of Sex Trafficking, Donna Hughes
Limited Choices: Interview with Ninotckha Rosca from the Philippines (Podcast, mp3, 8 MB)
Additional/Optional Readings and Resources:

Best Practices to Address the Demand Side of Sex Trafficking, Donna Hughes

U.N. Sex Abuse Allegations Double in 2004
Press conference by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations

Lola Greene Baldwin Foundation (http://www.prostitutionrecovery.org) 


	Week 6 

June 22-28

	Contemporary Forms of Child Trafficking & Slavery: Domestic Servants & Begging


	Goals: Learn about different forms of child slavery in the world today.

Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & 501

Children in Chains, Donna M. Hughes

WMS 401

Chap 1: The Journey of an Orphan: In and Out of Bondage from Haiti to Connecticut, Enslaved
Chap 4: Trapped on the Balcony: A Tale of a Sri Lankan Held Hostage in Lebanon, Beatrice Fernando, Enslaved
WMS 501

Restavec: From Haitian Slave Child to Middle-Class American, Jean-Robert Cadet
Interview with Jean-Robert Cadet (Video, .wmv, 12.8 MB)
Out of Sight, Out of Mind? Child Domestic Workers and Patterns of Trafficking in Cambodia, IOM, 2007
Additional/Optional Readings, Videos, Podcasts & Resources:

Restavec: An Inspirational Music Video from the Restavec Foundation (Video, wmv, 12 MB)

Jean-Robert Cadet’s Restavec Foundation http://www.restavecfreedom.org/ 



	Week 7

Jun 29-July 5
	Contemporary Forms of Child Trafficking & Slavery: Soldiers, and Camel Jockeys

	Goals: Learn about contemporary forms of child trafficking, such as use of children as soldiers and as camel jockeys

Readings, Videos & Podcasts:

WMS 401 & 501

The Facts About Child Soldiers
The Facts About Children Trafficked for Use as Camel Jockeys
Girl Child Soldier (video, wmv, Part 1 (10.7 MB), Part 2 (7.4 MB))

Boy Camel Jockeys in the United Arab Emirates (Video, 4 Parts)
WMS 401

Stolen Children: Abduction and Recruitment in Northern Uganda, Human Rights Watch, 2003

WMS 501

Chap 2, 3, & 4 in Innocents Lost: When Child Soldiers Go to War
Additional/Optional Readings & Resources:

“You’ll Learn Not to Cry”: Child Combatants in Colombia, Human Rights Watch, 2003 

How to Fight, How to Kill: Child Soldiers in Liberia, Human Rights Watch, 2004

Living in Fear: Child Soldiers and Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka, Human Rights Watch, 2004

Children at War, P.W. Singer, Pantheon Press, 2005



	Week 8 

July 6-12

	Contemporary Forms of Forced Labor
	Goals: Learn about different forms of forced labor in the world today.

Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & 501
The Facts About Trafficking for Forced Labor
Slavery: A Global Investigation (http://freedocumentaries.org/film.php?id=192 ) (You can also view this video at http://video.google.com; search for the title.)

WMS 401

Chap 5 Laogai: Inside China’s Forgotten Labor Camps, Harry Wu, Enslaved
Chap 6: Out of Egypt: A Lifeline via Email for an Enslaved Au Pair in Cairo, Selina Juma, Enslaved
The Enslavement of Dalit and Indigenous Communities in India, Nepal and Pakistan Through Debt Bondage, Anti-Slavery International, 2001

The Cocoa Industry in West Africa: A History of Exploitation, Anti-Slavery International, 2004

 WMS 501

Stopping Forced Labor, International Labor Organization, 2001 (pp. 7-55)
Hidden Slaves: Forced Labor in the U.S., Free the Slaves & Human Rights Center, U.C.-Berkeley, 2004

Assignment: Paper # 2, Due: July 7, 11 pm EST
Additional/Optional Readings & Resources:
Free the Slaves http://www.freetheslaves.net/ 

Anti-Slavery http://www.antislavery.org/ 

	Week 9 

July 13-19

	Modern Day Slavery

	Goals: Learn about modern day forms of slavery in Africa
Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & WMS 501
Interview with Francis Bok, (Podcast, mp3, Part 1, Part 2, Part 3, Part 4)
Interview with Simon Deng (Video, .flv, Part 1, Part 2, Part 3)
WMS 401

Chap 2: Beyond Abeeda: Surviving Ten Years of Slavery in Sudan, Abuk Bak, Enslaved
Chap 8: Amazing Grace: A Slave Owner’s Awakening in Mauritania, Abdel Nasser Ould Yessa, Enslaved
WMS 502

Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America, Francis Bok

Additional/Optional Readings, Videos, Podcasts and Resources:

Slave: My True Story by Mende Nazer, Public Affairs, 2003

American Anti-Slavery Group http://iabolish.org 



	Week 10 

July 20-25

	U.S. Response to Trafficking & Slavery


	Goals: Learn about the U.S. response to human trafficking & slavery

Readings, Videos & Podcasts: 

WMS 401 & 501

The National Security Presidential Directive

The Link Between Prostitution and Sex Trafficking, U.S. State Department

Fact Sheet: Trafficking in Persons and International Military Operations.

Joint Issue Forum with the House Committee on Armed Services: Enforcing U.S. Policies Against Trafficking in Persons: How Is the U.S. Military Doing? U.S. Congressional Hearing Testimonies

Rescuing Victims of Modern Day Slavery
WMS 401

Epilogue: Where You Come In, Jesse Sage & Liora Kasten, Enslaved
WMS 501

Inspecting Sexual Slavery Through the Fog of Moral Relativism, Joseph Schmitz

Assignment: Paper # 3, Due: July 25
Additional/Optional Readings and Resources: 
U.S. State Department Trafficking in Persons Reports (http://www.state.gov/g/tip )
(If you are interested in learning more about services for victims, I offer WMS 402/502 Campaigns and Services for Victims of Trafficking & Slavery.)
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