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Group of Women Harmed by Sterilisation launches exhibition at the Council of Europe
Press release

15th May 2007

Two members of the Ostrava-based Group of Women Harmed by Sterilisation of the civic association Vzájemné soužití (Life Together) are going to take part in the Strasbourg opening of a photographic exhibition entitled The World as Seen by the Victims of Involuntary Sterilisation. Gwendolyn Albert, director of the Women’s Initiatives Network of the Peacework Development Fund, will accompany Helena Baloghová and Elena Gorolová to the 23rd meeting of the Committee of Experts on Roma and Travellers (MG-S-ROM) to be held at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg 21st to 22nd May 2007.

Ms Baloghová and Ms Gorolová will present the Group’s activities, as well as the issue of involuntary sterilisations in the Czech Republic. “A woman who cannot give birth no longer perceives herself in the same way as a woman who is able to fulfil her unique, valuable role,” says Elena Gorolová, a member of the Group of Women Harmed by Sterilisation.

In addition to securing individual apologies from the hospitals involved, the long-term aim of the Group of Women Harmed by Sterilisation and the Vzájemné soužití (“Life Together”) organization is the achievement of a public apology and eventually financial compensation for these harms.

After the successful showings of this exhibition at the Brno-based Museum of Romani Culture, the Ostrava City Library, and the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic in Prague, the photographs are now coming to the Council of Europe for this meeting of the Committee of Experts on Roma and Travellers. The aim is to remind the international audience that the attitude of most high Czech government officials and politicians towards the problem of involuntary sterilisation remains dismissive for the most part, despite the fact that the Public Defender of Rights (the Ombudsman) clearly expressed his opinion on the matter in December 2005 as follows: “The Public Defender of Rights believes that the problem of sexual sterilisation carried out in the Czech Republic, either with improper motivation or illegally, exists, and that Czech society stands before the task of coming to terms with this fact.” 

 

The Czech Ombudsman, in his Final Statement of December 2005, recommended the adoption of legislative, methodological, and compensation measures with regard to coercive sterilisations. According to the August 2006 concluding recommendations of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Czech government should urgently implement the Ombudsman’s suggestions.  According to the March 2007 concluding recommendations of the UN Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the Czech Republic should acknowledge the wrongs committed against the victims of illegal sterilisation without delay (whether the cases occurred prior to 1991 or afterward), recognize the specific situation of Romani women in this regard, and take all necessary measures to assist the victims in achieving justice and compensation, including the introduction of clear, obligatory criteria for informed consent. Both doctors and the general public should be made familiar with these criteria.  

Notes for editors:

The civic association Life Together is a registered Roma-Czech non-governmental non-profit organisation unaffiliated with any political party which has been active in Ostrava since the floods in the year 1997. Life Together advocates ending the social exclusion of members of the Roma community in the Ostrava region and does its best to create friendly platforms for interaction between the Roma and non-Roma communities. Through the community work method, Life Together tries to improve the social and living conditions of poor families in need. The association’s activities are concentrated on the areas of humanitarian, educational, social and legal counselling, and the issues of housing, employment conflict resolution and human rights. The aim of the association is the strengthening of mutual trust and cooperation. For further information, please see vzajemnesouziti.jbmd.com 
The Women's Initiatives Network of the Peacework Development Fund assists women worldwide who are taking local action to improve their situations. For further information, please see www.peacework.org
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Občanské sdružení Vzájemné soužití je registrovaná nevládní nezisková apolitická organizace, působící v Ostravě od záplav v roce 1997, která se snaží vytvářet přátelské platformy mezi  romskou a neromskou komunitou. Metodou komunitní práce se snaží zlepšit sociální a životní podmínky chudých a  potřebných rodin. Činnosti  se soustřeďují do oblasti humanitární, vzdělávací, sociálního a právního poradenství, problematiky bydlení, práce s dětmi a mládeží, snížení nezaměstnanosti, řešení konfliktů a dodržování lidských práv.

Činnost občanského sdružení Vzájemné soužití podporují následující organizace: ESF v ČR, MPSV ČR, MŠMT ČR, MK ČR, MV ČR, Magistrát města Ostravy, NROS, Nadace Charta 77, Výbor Dobré vůle, Nadace VIA, OSF-Praha, DG - Justice - EU, Mezirezortní komise pro romské záležitosti, Velvyslanectví USA, Velké Británie, a Indie, 

Městské obvody Slezská Ostrava, Moravská Ostrava a Přívoz, Úřad práce Ostrava. 

Obdrželi jsme cenu Františka Kriegla od Nadace Charty 77, cenu Gratias Agit Ministerstva zahraniční ČR, cenu SozialMarie rakouské nadace Unruhe Stiftung, čestné medalie a plaketu PČR, 
 cenu A. G. Masarykové udělovanou americkým velvyslancem v ČR, čestné uznání ceny Místo v srdci a Prix Irene od Nadace Tolerance.   
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